
Release * Irrrcediate, 

Office of Information, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 

Washington, D. C, In response to numerous 

requests for information concerning the Federal 1~7.~ for the protection of 

wild ducks and other migratory birds, the United States Department of dgri- 

culture has announced : 

The last day of the open season for hunting migratory game birds under 

the Federal regulations was January 31, and it is now unlawful to capture 

or kill migratory game birds anywhere in the United States, 

There is a widespread demand for the enforcement of the present game 

protective laws, and the department is of the o&lion that a continuance 

of these laws will insure not only the safety of the breeding stock now 

held in reserve, but will guarantee to sportstmn the perpetuation of their 

shooting opportunities. 

State game commissioners and. sportsmen in nearly every State report 

that more wildfowl were killed during the onen season just closed than in 

any season for meny years, and the increase in the numbsr of birds is at- 

tributed to the abolition of spring shooting under the operation ‘of the 

Federal migratory-bird rpgulations. 

The law already has been very beneficial to splortsmen tnd as a food 

protective measure, and under the continwme of existing protection, there 

is every reason to hope for an ever-incre&@fr eupyly of wildfowl which will 

greatly improve shooting conditions in the years to come. 



. 
, 

‘. . . . 

kJppeals to Patriotim of R~artmwn. 

The department appeals to the patr$.otisn! and true sportsmanship of all . 

persons to cooperate with it in the enforcerent of the Federal law f.or the 

protection of nrigratory birds, eepecially at this tine when the problm of 

conserving the food supply is taxins tile ingenuity of the world, 1% is 

gratifying ‘to know that the mjoritp of sportmen have observed the Federal 

regulations and this fact has cofitributed largely to the successful results 

accmpliahed. A sense of patriotic duty should in.pel everyone to conserve 

this natural food asset, thus perpetuating the species and increasing the 

suppl,y f 0.r the benefit of all the people , 

The departrceqt has p3.anned to increase greatly its force of wardens, who 

will be actively engaged during the spring rcigration in securing evfdence 

upon which to base proeecutions against those who my violate the lawb 
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